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SERMON, 


ON THE SACRED IMPORT OF THE NAME CHRISTIAN. 


[Continued from page 142.) 


But it is time for me to proceed 
:o confider the other view of the 
chriftian name, on which I intend 
principally to infift ? and that is, 

Il. As a name of obligation 
upon all that wear it to be 
chiittians indeed, or to form their 
temper and practice upon the 
facred model of  chriftianity.— 
The profecution of this fubject 
will lead me to anfwer this impor 
tant inquiry, What is it to be a 
Chriftian ? 

To be a christian, in the popu- 
lar and fafhionable fenfe, is no 
difficult or excellent thing. It 1s 
to be baptized, to. profefs the 
chritian religon, to believe 
like our neighbours, that Chrift 
is the Meffiah, and to at- 
tend upon public worlhip once 
a week, in fome church or other 
that bears only the chriitian name. 
In this senfe a man may bea 
chriftian, and yer be. habitually 
carelefs about eternal things ; a 
chriftian, and yet fall fhort of the 
morality of many of the heathens ; 
a chriftian and yet a drunkard, a 
{wearer, ora flave to fome vice 
or other ; a chriftian, and yet a 
wilful impenitent offender againit 
God and man. To be a chrif- 


tian in this fenfe is no high ehar- 
acter ; and, if this be the whole 
of chriftianity, itis very little mat. 
ter whether the world be chrift 
tianized or net. But is this to 
be a chriftian in the origina] and 
proper fenfe of the word? No; 
that is fomething of a very d-ffer- 
ent and fuperior kind. To bea 
chriftian indeed, is the higheft 
character and dignity of which 
the human natmre ts capable : it 
is the moft excellent thing that 
ever adorned our world: it is a 
thing that Heaven itfelf beholds 
with approbation and delight. 

To be achriftian is to be like 
to Chrift, from whom the name is 
taken: it is to be a follower and 
imitator of him ; to be pofleffed 
of his ipirit and temper ; and to 
live as he lived in the world : it 
is to have thofe juft, exalted, and 
divine notions of God and divine 
things, and that juft and full view 
of our duty to Ged and man, 
which Chrift taught : in fhort it 
is to have our fentimerts, our 
temper, and practice formed uvon 
the facred model of the go{pel.— 
Let me expatiate a little upon 
this amiable characier. 

1. To bea chriftian, is to des 
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part from iniquity. To this the 
name obliges us; and without 
this we kave no title to the name ; 
Let every one that nameth the name 
of Chrift, depart from tniquity,— 
2 Tim, ii. 19.3; that is, let him 
depart from iniquity, or not dare 
to touch that facred name. Chrilt 
was perfectly free from fin; he 
was holy, harmle/s, undefiled, and 
feparate from finners. His followe 
ers alfo thall be perfectly free frona 
fin in a little time ; ere long they 
will enter into the pure regions of 
verfect holinefs, and will drop all 
their fins, with their mortal bo- 
dies, into the grave. But this, 
alas! is not their character in the 
prefent ftate, but the remains of 
tin {till cleave tothem. Yet, even 
in the prefent ftate, they are la- 
boring after perfection in holinedfs. 
Nothing can 1atisfy them notil 
they are conformed to the image 
of God’s dear Son. They are 
hourly conflicting with every 
temptation, and vigoroully refilt- 
ing every iniquity in its molt al- 
luring forms. And though fin is 
perpetually ftruggling for the 
maltery, and fometimes in an in- 
advertant hour, gets an advantage 
over them, yet, as they are not 
under the law, but under grace, 
they are affifted with recruits of 
grace, fo that no fin has any habit- 
ual dominion over them. Rom. 
vis 14. Hence they are free from 
the grofs vices of the age, and are 
ten of good morals. This is 
sheir habitual univerfal character ; 
and to pretend to be chriftians 
witncut this requifite, is the great- 
eft abfurdity. 

What then fhall we think of the 
drunken, fwearing, defrauding, 


=akifh, profligate, profane chri- 
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tians,that have over run the Chri, 
tian worJd; can there be a greatey 
contradiction?) A_ loyal lubject 
in arms againit his fovereign, ap 
ignorant icholar, a fober drunk. 
ard, a charitable miler, an honeit 
thief, is not a greater abfurdity, 
Or a more direct contradiction. 
Te depart from iniquity is eflen. 
tial to chriftianity, and withoutit, 
there can be no fuch thing. 
There was nothing that Chrift 
was fo remote from as fin; and 
therefore for thofe that indulge 
themfelves in it to wear his name, 
is jult as abfurd and ridiculous as 
for a coward to denominate him. 
felf from Alexander the Great, or 
an illiterate dunce to call himfelf 
a Newtonian philofopker. There. 
fore if you will not renounce ini- 
quity, reneunce the chriflian 
name ; for you cannot confiltent. 
ly retain both. Alexander hada 
fellow in his army that was of his 
own name, but a mere coward, 
“Either be like me, fays Alexan- 
der, “or lay afide my name.”— 
Ye fervants of fin, it is in vain for 
you to wear the name of Chritt, 
it renders you the more ridiculous, 
and aggravates your guilt: you 
may with as much propriety call 
yourfelves lords, or dukes, or 
kings, as chriftians, while you are 
fo unlike to Chrift. His name is 
a farcafm, a reproach to you, and 
you are a {candal to his name.— 
His name is blafphemed among 
the gentiles through you. 

2. To be a chriftian is to deny 
yourfelves and take up the crofs, 
and follow Chrift. Thefe are the 
terms of difciplefhip fixt by Chrift 
himfelf. He faid to them all, If 
any man will some after me, let him 


deny himfelf and take up his crofs 
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daily, and follow me. Luke ix. 23. 
To deny ourfelves is to abitain 
yom the pe tiures of fin, to mod- 
erate our fenfual appetites, to de- 
ny our own intereft for the fake 
of Chritt, and in thort to facrifice 
every thing incontiftant with our 
duty to him, when thefe come in 
compeution. To take up our 
crofs, is to bear fufferings, to en- 
counter difficulties, and break 
through them all in imitation ot 
Jefus Chrift, end for his fake. To 
follow him, is to trace his fteps, 
and imitate his example, whatev- 
eritcoftus. But this obfervation 
will coincide with the next head, 
and therefore I now difmifs it. 
Thefe, firs, and thefe only are the 
terms, if you would be chriflians, 
or the difciples of Chrift. hefe 
he honeftly warned mankind of 
when he firft called them to be 
his difciples. He did not take an 
advantage of them, but let them 
know beforehand upon what 
terms they were admitted. He 
makes this declaration in the 
midit of a great crowd, in Luke 
xiv. 25, &c. There went a great 
multitude with him, fond of becom- 
ing his followers: 4ué¢ He turned, 
and faid unto them, if any man come 
to me and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife and children, and 
Jiftere, yea, and his own life alfo, he 
cannot be my difciple. By hating is 
here meant a fmaller degree of 
love, or a comparative hatred ; 
that is, if we would be Chrift’s 
difciples, we muft be willing to 
part with our deareft relations, 
and even our lives, when we can- 
not retain them confiftendy with 
our duty to him. He goes cn: 
Wh foever docs not bear his erofs, 
and encounter the greateft fuffer- 
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ings after my example, cannct be 
my difciple. ‘The love of Chriit is 
the ruling paflion cf every true 
chriftian, and for his fake he is 
ready to give up all, and to fuffer 
all that earth or hell can inflict. 
He mutt run all rifks, and cleave 
to his caufe at all adventures. — 
This is the effential character of 
every true chriftian. 

What then fhall we think of 
thofe crowds among us who re- 
tain the chriftian name, and yet 
will not deny themfelves of their 
fenfual pleatures, nor part with 
their temporal intereft for the fake 
of Chrift?) Who are fo far from 
being willing to lay down their 
lives that they cannot ftand the 
force of a laugh cr a fneer in the 
caufe of religion, but immediately 
ftumble and fall away ? or, are 
they chriftians, whom the com- 
mands of Chrift cannot reftrain 
irom what their depraved hearts 
detire? No; achriftian, without 
{elf-denial mortificaticn, and 2 fu. 
preme love to Jefus Chrift, is as 
great a contradiction asfire with- 
out heat, or a fun without light, 
an hero withcut courage, or 2 
friend without love. And does 
not this ftrip fome of you of the 
chriftian name, and prove that 
you have no title to it ? 

3. I have repeatedly obferved, 
that a true chriftian muft be @ 
follower or imitater of Chrift.— 
Be ye folicwers of me, {ays St. Paul, 
as I alfo am of Chriff. 1 Cor. xi. 1. 
Chriit is the model after whon 
every chriflian is formed ; for, 
fays St. Peter, He left us an exam 
ple that we Moula follow his fleps. 
1 Peter, ii. 23. Paul tells us, 
that we muff be conformed to the im- 
age of God’s dear Son, hom, viii.29, 
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and that the /anie mind muft be in us 
cubich was alfa In Chrift Jefus, 
Phil. it. 5 3 unteis we partake of 
his fpirit, and refemble him in 
rractice 3 unlefs we be as he was 
in the world, we have no right 
to partake of his name. Here I 
would obferve, that what was mi- 
raculous in our Lord’s conduct, 
and peculiar to him as the Son of 
God and Mediator, ts not a pat- 
tern for our imitation, but only 
«vhat was done in obedience to 
that law cof God which was 
cummen to him and us. His 
heart glowed with love to his 
Father, he delighted in univerfal 
obedience to him ; it was his meat 
and dvink to do his will, even ia 
the moi painful and feltdenying 
inftances; he abounded in devo- 
tion, in prayer, meditation, fatting, 
and every religious duty. He 
was alfo full of every grace and 
virtue towards mankind: meek 
and lowly, kind ard benevolent, 
juit and charitable, merciful and 
compaflionate ; a dutiful fon, a 
loyal fubject, a faithful friend, a 
good maiter, and an active, ufe- 
ful, public-fpirited member of fo- 
ciety. He was patient and re- 
figned, and yet undaunted and 
brave under iufferings: he had 
all his appetites and paffions un- 
der proper government, he was 
hetvenly minded, above this 
world in heart while he dwelt in 
it - Beneticence to the fouls and 
bodies of men was the bufinefs of 
his life ; for he went about doing 
good.’ Acts x. $88 ‘This is an im. 
perfect fketch of his amiable char- 
acter ; and in thefe things every 
one that deferves to be called af- 
ter his name, does in fome mea- 
fure refemble and imitate him. — 
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This is not only his earneR en. 
deavor, but what he actuaily at. 
tains, though in a m ich inferior 
degree ; and his :mpertections are 
the giief of his heart. This ye 
fembtance and imitation of Chrift 
is effential to the very beng of a 
chriftian, and without it, it is a 
vain pretence. _And does your 
chrutianity, my brethren, ftand 
this teft?) may one know that 
you belong to Chrift by your liv. 
ing like him, and difcovering the 
fame temper and spirit? Do the 
manners of the divine Mafler 
fpread through all his family ; 
and do you thew that you belong 
toit by yeur temper and conduct? 
Alas! if you mult bé denomin- 
ated from hence, would not fome 
of you with more propriety be 
called Epicurians from Epicurus, 
the fenfual Atheiftic philofopher, 
or Mammonites from Mammon, 
the imaginary god of riches, or 
Bacchanals trem Bacchus, the 
ged of wine, than Chrift:ans from 
Chrift, the molt perfect pattern of 
living holinefs and virtue that was 
ever exhibited to the world ? 

If you claim the name of 
Chriftians, where is that ardent 
devotion, that affectionate love te 
God, that zeal for his glory, that 
alacrity in his fervice, that 1efig- 
nation to his will, that generous 
benevolence to mankind, that 
zeal to promote their beft inter- 
elts, that meeknefs and forbear- 
ance under ili ufage, that unweari- 
ed activity in doing good to all, that 
felf denial, and heavenly minded- 
nefs which fhone fo con{picuous in 
Chrift, whofe holy name you 
bear ?—Alafs ! while deftitute of 
thofe graces, and yet wearing his 
name, you burlefque it, and turn 
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it into areproach both to him and 
yourfelves, 

I might add that the chriitian 
name is not hereditary to you by 
your natural birth, but you mutt 
be born anew of the {pirit to en- 
title you to this new name ; that 
a Chriftian is a Believer is Him 
after whom he is called as his on- 
ly Saviour and Lord, and that he 
is a true penitent. Repentance 
was incompatible with Chriil’s 
character, who was perfectly 
righteous, and had no fin of which 
to repent ; but it is a proper vir- 
tue ina finner, without which he 
cannot be a chriftian. On thefe 
and feveral other particulars I 
might enlarge, but my time will 
not now allow ; I fhall therefore 
conclude with a few reflections. 

Firit, You may hence fee that 
the chriftian character is the high- 
eft, the moft excellent and fublime 
in all the world : it includes eve. 
ry thing truly great and amiable. 
Vhe chriftian has exalted fenti- 
ments of the fupreme Being, juit 
notions of duty, and a proper 
temper and conduct towards God 
and man. A chriltian is a de- 
vout worthiper of the God of 
heaven, a cheerful obferver of his 
whole law, and a broken hearted 
penitent for his imperfections. — 
A chriftian is a complication of 
all the amiable and ufeful graces 
and virtues; temperate and ‘fober, 
juit, liberal, compaffionate and be- 
nevolent, humble, meek, gentle, 
peaceable, and in all things con- 
{cientious. A chriitian is a good 
parent, a good chitd, a good ma‘. 
ter, a good fervant, a good huf- 
banda ood wife, a faithful friend, 
an obliging neighbor, a dutiul 
iubject, a good ruler, a zealous 
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patriot, and an honeit ftatefman ; 
and as far as he ts fuch, io far and 
no farther, he is a chrifltian. And 
can there be a mor: amiable and 
excellent character exhibited to 
your view ? It is an angelic, a di- 
vine character. Let it be your 
glory and your ambition to wear 
it {0 as to adorn it. 

To acquire the title of kings 
and lords is not in your power ; ; 
to fpread your fame as {cholars, 
philofophers, or heroes, may . be 
beyond your reach ; but here is 2 
character more excelvat, more 
amiable, more honorable than all 
thefe, which it is your bufinefs to 
deferve and maintain. And blef- 
fed be God, this is a dignity which 
the meanefl among you, which 
beggars and flaves may_ attain. 
let this therefore be an object of 
univerfal ambition and purfuit, 
and let every other name and ti- 
tle be defpifed in comparifon of. 
it. This ts the way to rife to true 
honor in the eftimate of God, an- 
gels and good men. What though 
the antichiiftian christians of our 
age and country ridicule you? let 
them confider their own abfurd 
conduct and be afhamed. ‘They 
think ‘it an honor to wear the 
chriftian name, and yet perfilt in 
unchriftian practices ; and who 
but a fool, with fuch palpable 
ccntradiction would think fo ?— 
A beggar that fancies hieatell x 
king and trails his rags with the 
gait of majeity, as though they 
were 10yal robes, is not fo ridic- 
ulous as one that will ulurp the 
chriftian name without a chriftian 
practice 3 and yet fuch chrilttans 
are the favorites oi the world.—- 
To renounce the profetlion ot 
chriftianity is baibarous and pre. 
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phane; to live according to that 
profefizon, and practife chriftiani- 
ty, is precifenefs and fanaticifm. 
Can any thing be more prepolte- 
rous ? This is as if ene fhould 11- 
dicule learning, and yet glory in 
the character of a fcholar; or 
lzugh at bravery, and yet cele- 
brate the praiies of heroes. And 
are they fit to judge of the wil- 
dom and propriety, or their cen- 
fures to be regarded, who fall in- 
to fuch an abfurdity themfelves ? 
Secondly, Hence you may fee 
that, if all the profeffors cf chrif- 
tianity fhould behave in character, 
the religion of Chrift would foon 
Appear divine to all mankind, and 
{pread through all nations of the 
earth. Were chriitianity exhibit- 
ed to the life in all its native and 
inherent glories, it would be as 
needlefs to offer arguments to 
prove it divine, as to prove that 
the fun is full of light : the con- 
viction would flafh upon all man- 
kind by its own intrinfic evidence. 
Did chriftians exemplify the reli- 
21on they profeis, all the world 
would immediately fee that that 
religion which rendered them fo 
different a people from all the 
yeft of mankind, is indeed divine, 
and every way worthy cf univer- 
tal acceptance. Then we fhould 
bave no fuch monfters as Athe- 
its, Deifts, and infidels in chrif 
unn countries. Then would hea- 
‘nenisin, Mahometifm, and al! the 
stli2 religions in the world, fall 
berore the heaven-born religion of 
Jefus Chrift. Then it would be 
fullicient to convince an infidel 
jaf to bring him into a chriftian 
country, and let him obferve the 
Jifferent face of things there from 
all the world befide. But alas! 
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Thidly, How different is the 
chrifttan world from the chriftian 
religion?) Who would imagine 
that they who take their name 
from Chrift have any relation to 
him, if we obferve their fpirit and 
practice ? Shoulda ftranger learn 
chriltianity from. what he fees in 
popifh countries, he would con- 
clude it principally confifted in 
bodily aulterities, in worthipping 
faints, images, relics, and a thou. 
fand trifles, in theatrical foppe- 
ries and infignificant ceremonies, 
in believing implicitly all the de. 
terminations of fallible man as in- 
fallibly true, and in perfecuting 
all that differ from them, and 
fhewing their love to their fouls 
by burning their bodies. In pro- 
teftant countries, alas! the face 
of things is but little better as to 
good morals and practical reli 
gion. Let ustake our own coun- 
try for a fample Suppofe an 
heathan or Mahometan fhould 
take a tour through Virginia to 
learn the religion of the inkabi- 
tants from their ‘general conduct, 
what would he conclude ? Would 
he not conclude, that all the reli- 
gion of the generality confifted in 
a few Sunday formalities, and 
that the reft of the week, they had 
nothing to do with God, or any 
religion bat were at liberty to live 
as they pleafe ; and were he told 
thefe were the followers of Chriit, 
and were of his religion, would 
he not conclude that he was cer: 
tainly animpoftor, and the min- 
titer of fin? But when he came 
to find, that notwithNanding all 
this licentiou-nefs, they profeffed 
the pure and holy religion of the 
Bible, how would le be afooith- 
ed, and pronounce them the mek 
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aes Se Chriftian 
inconfiftent bare-faced hypocrites! 
My brethren, great and heavy is 
the guilt that lies upon our coun- 
try upon this account. It is a 
fcandal to the christian name : it 
is guilry of confirming the neigh- 
bouring heathen in their prejiidi- 
ces, and hinders the propagation 
of chriftianity through the world. 
O let us not be acceffary to this 
dreadful guilt, but do all we can 
to recommend our religion to uni- 
verfal acceptance! 1 add, 

Fourthly and laftly, Let us ex- 
amine whether we have any jult 
title to the chriftian name ; that is, 
whether we are chriftians indeed ; 
for if we have not the thing, to 
retain the name is the moft incon- 
fiitant folly and hypocrify, and 
will anfwer no end but to aggra- 
vate our condemnation. A loft 
chriftian is the moft fhocking 
character in hell ; and vnlefs you 
be fuch chriftians as I have de- 
fcribed, it will e’er long be your 
character. ‘Therefore, be follow- 
ers of Chrift,, imbive his fpirit, 
practice his precepts, and depart 
from iniquity, otherwife he will 
fentence you from him at laft as 
workers of iniquity. nd then 
will I profefs unto them (they are 
Chrift’s own words) J newer knew 
depart frm me ye that work 
ii. 23. 
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REMARKS ON SILENT WORSHIP. 


From the Londen Review. 


Devorion confidered fimply in 
itfelf, is an intercourfe between 
God and us; between the fu- 
preme felf exiftent, inconceivable 
Spit which formed and preserves 
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the univerfe, and that particular 
fpirit with which, for awfal rea- 
fons, he has animated a portion of 
matter upon earth that we call 
man. It isa filent act, in which 
the foul divests itelf of outward 
things, flies into heaven, and pours 
forth all its wants, wifhes, hopes, 
fears, guilt or pleafure, into the 
bofom of an Aimizhty Friend. 
Though this devotion, in its firk 
ftages, may be a wearifome or 
infiped exercise, yet this arifes 


‘merely from the dullnefs of our na- 


ture and of our paffions. A little 
habit will overcome this reluc- 
tance. When you have fairly en- 
tered upon your joumey, the ways 
of this wifdom will be ways of 
pleafantnefs, and all its paths 
peace. True devotion doubtlefs 
requires a confiderable degree of 
abftraction from the world. Hence 
modern Chriftians treat it as a 
vifion—hence many modern 
writers have little of its unction ; 
but it glows in the {criptures—it 
warms us in the fathers—it burn- 
ed in an Auftin, and many others 
of the perfecuted martyrs, who 
now are with God. That we 
hear little of it, is not wonderful. 
It makes no noite in the circle of 
the learned, or of the elegant.— 
Under a heap of worldly care, 
we {mother the lovely infant, and 
will not let it breathe. Vanity, 
ambition,pleafure, avarice,quench 
the celeftial fire, and thefe, alas! 
are too much the Gad of mortals! 
Ever fince the world | began, wri- 
ters have been amufing us only 
with fhadows cf this ‘piety, in- 
ftead of giving us its foul and 
fubfance. Surerftition has plac- 
ed it in opinions, ceremonies, auf- 
terities, pilgrimazes, an augult 
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temple cr fplendid imagery, which 
has little connexion with fenti- 
ments or {pirit. Enthufiafm has 
fweHed with unnatural concep- 
tions, and obtruded a fpurious off- 
{pring on the world, inftead of 
this engaging child of reafon and 
truth ; whilft the lukewarm have 
refted in a few eutward dutics, 
which have had no vigour ; and, 
as they {pring not from the heart, 
never entered the temple of the 
Moft High. 

Real piety is of a very differ- 
ent and of a much more animat- 
ed nature ;—it looks up to God 
—fees, hears, feels him in every 
event—in every viciffitude—in all 
places—in all feafons—and upon 
ail occations. It is theory, verifi- 
ed by experience ; it is faith fub- 
ftantiated by mental enjoyment ; 
it is heaven traniplanted in the 
human bofom ; it is a fpiritual 

enfe, gratified by f{piritual fenfa- 
tions; without this all ceremonies 
are ineihcacious ? books prayers, 
facraments and meditations, are 
but a body without a fonl, or a 
ftatue without animation. ‘That 
man is capable of fuch an inter- 
courfe with his Maker, there are 
many living witnefles to prove, 
without having recourfe, to the 
vifions of fanatics, or the dreams 
of enthufiafts. God is a {pirit fo 
is the mind ; bedies can have in- 
tercourfe fo can fouls; when 
minds are in an aflimulating {tate 
of purity, they have union with 
their siaker. This was the blifs 
of paradife,—fin interrupted, and 
holinefs mutt reftore it to a foul : 
Thus difpoted, the Creator com- 
municates himfelf in a manacr 
which is as infenfible to the natu- 
ral eye, as the falling of dews, but 
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not lefs refrefhing to its fecret 
powers, than that is to vegitation, 
The primitive faints are defcribed 
thus when they {peak of their 
tranfports: David felt it when 
he longed fer God, as the heart 
panteth after the water brooks: 
St. Paul, when he gloried in his 
tribulations ; it was embodied in 
him, when he was carried up into 
the third heaven, and heard things 
impoflible to be uttered. St. 
Stephen was filled with it, when 
he faw the heavens open, ard 
prayed for his murderers ; by it 
marters were fupported when 
they were ftoned and fawed afun.- 
der ; and till we feel it in our. 
felves, we fhall never fully know 
how glorious the Lord is. If 
you can acquire this {prritual ab- 
traction, you will at once have 
made you fortune for eternity ; 
It will be of litthke moment what 
is your lot on earth, or what the 
diftinguifhing viciflitudes of your 
life ; profperity or adverfity— 
health or fiknefs—henor or di!- 
grace—a cottage or a crown— 
will ail be fo many inftruments ot 
glory : the whole creation will be- 
come a temple : every want and 
every object will lead yeur mind 
to God, and his greatnets and 
perfection. You will infenfibly 
leofe the littlenefs, the glory and 
tinfel of all human things. IfI 
with only to fet cif your perfon to 
the greatelt advantage, I would 
recommend this true fublime of 
religion : it gives a pleafing f{e- 
renity to the countenance, and a 
cheerfulnefs to the {pirit beyond 
the reach of art, or the powe: of 
affectation ; it communicates @ 
real tranfport to the mind, which 
diffipation mimics only for a mos 
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ment ; a {weetnefs to the difpofi- 
tion, tud a lure to the manners, 
which all the airs of modern po- 
litenefs fludy but in vain. Eatly 
m yourfelf, it will make you in 
perfect good humour, with the 
world, and when you are diffufing 
happinels around you, you will 
only be dealing out the broken 
fragments that remain after you 
have eaten. This devotion, how- 
ever, though cifeatial to a flent 
intercourie between the foul and 
God; yet to creatures contilting 
of matter, as we.l as {pirit, muit 
be nourithed by external forms, it 
mutt flrike the fentes, in order to 
awaken the imagination. 
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For the Chriftian Herald. 


Journal of Elder Jofeph Badger’s 


tour through Lower Canada. 


No. 2. 
On leaving Montreal, I took 
pafiage in the {team boat for Se- 


yell a French village, at the head 
of lake St. Peters. I here found 
the inhabitants abforbed in igno- 
rance and fuperitition, and I had 
no re{t to the foul of my foot.— 
On leaving Sereil, I fhaped my 
courfe to the Indian village on 
St. Franfway river; tf had 8 
years before formed fome ac- 
quaintance with their Chief, and 
was in hopes by his influence to 
have had an opportunity to pub- 
lifh falvation among his people, 
but to my great difappointmen:, 
he was gone to attend court xt 
Three-Rivers, and my plans weie 
fruftrated. I found the village in 
a flourifhing fituation ; they were 
tuilding a large Meeting-hovh, 
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and had already chablithed 
Englith fchool, and the natives 
were faft improving in the arts 
and and ié¢iences. Capt. St. 
Franiway is an interpreter of fe. 
vera] nations, and can fpeak in 
eight languages. Thence | con- 
tinued my journey up the river, 
on foot through a wretched wi!- 
dernefs country until I arrived ar 
a fettlement made by a remnant 
of arr old Britith army, to whom 
the government had given lands ; 
they were almolt in a ftate of 
ftarvation, here | travelled until 
almott exhaufted with hunger and 
fatigue. I fat myfelf down be- 
neath a tturdy pine, and keei 
were my reflections, fervent were 
my prayers, and generous were 
my tears. In the evening I ar- 
rived at a cottage of an old fol- 
dier ; they had neither meat, 
bread nor milk to fet before me. 
I obtained permiffion to lay on 
the floor, but I had fome reafon 
to fufpect them to be.thieves and 
robbers, and thought the furef 
way for my fafety, (and finally 
the only way) was to preach fa!- 
vation to them, and 1 gave them 
a long difcourfe and the folemn 
power of God attended, and thus 
I was enabled by the grace of 
God to make to myfelf friends of 
the mammon of unrighteouinefs. 
Glad was I to fee the morning 
light, 1 had eight miles to walk 
before I could get any breakfaft. 
and was aimoft exhautted before | 
arrived at Mr. Lord’s in Wir- 
doun, but there I found myfelt 
among 0! 'd ac quan ntance. 

I vifited Wickham, Kingefey, 
Melbou: n, Shiftan, Bro mpton, Cy. 
ford, Alc sai ani’ Burnt on, 
1 Campton. In all 
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thofe towns, [ had preached eight 
years before and in many of them 
{zen the glorious work of God, 
and many of the converts fill 
ffand faft in the Liberty wherewith 
Chrift has made them free, and 
fome have left the world in full 
affurance of faith. Solemn is the 
fcenc for me now to vitit the 
graves of thofe dear brethren 
with whom I have taken {weet 
council who were the firft fruits 
of my labors in this north coun. 
try. On my arrival in this town 
I vifited my fathers houfe from 
which [ had been abient five 
years, and have not feen one of 
the family in that {pace of time. 
f have {pent about three weeks in. 
this town, and have {een the glo- 
rious work of God began. A 
Srother-in-law of mine who is.in 
the lait Rage of confumption, I 
have heard praife God, and feen 
many in a meeting of my old ac- 
quaintanee on their knees crying 
for mercy, and feveral hopefully 
eonverted: to God. One very 
wicked man who was a univerfa- 
fian was in a remarkable manner 
brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and publickly renonnced 
the fand on which he had long 
tried tu reit. Thus the profpect 
is More encouraging in this town 
than it has been for many years. 
} have preached three funeral fer- 
mons fince I arrived in town. — 
One was a fine young man by the 
name of Benjamin Griffin, 18 
years of aze who was d:owned— 
chus has fallen the hope of his 
parents, anda youth is cut off 
anmdit the vernal joys of life. 

I calculate to fet out in about 


a week for New York. 


Compton, L C. Ditzict Three Rivers, 
Sept, 12, Far, 
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ea Rechte Be 
For the Chrifian Hera'd,. 


Extract of a letter from Elder Johy 
I, Peavey. to the Editor, daied 
mage Duch Js county, N.Y. 
Jan. 14, 182Y. 

6 Mitite jult returned from a 
journey to the weit and and be. 
ing favored with a few minutes 
opportunity of writing, I gladly 
embrace the privi ilege in giving 
you fome inform: ition relative to 
the affairs of the precious canfe 
of the Redee:ner in this region.— 
On my journey to the weft I vifit. 
ed brother Spore, and the brethren 
in Green county, and learned that 
the word of Ged is fill prevail. 
ing in that region and the num. 
ber ef dilciples is increafing um 
der the flandard of itberty. Tal. 
fo underitood that Brother Hatha. 
way. Was on a tower, for feveral 
weeks through Columbia county, 
and into-a part of Maffacuhfetts, 


to featter the precious feed of 


life and encourage the tender 
lambs of the flock who of late 
have been brought into the fold 
of Jefus. In Otfego county I 
was alfo joyfully received by the 


brethren and. friends to liberty, 


having been abfent from them 
over fix months. b tarried with 
them but a few days, but our 
meetings were intermingled with 
joy and weeping. Elder Soul 
and my brother E. H. Peavey, I 
found in agood j lice,in the Ler.’s 
hand, and ‘the brethren generally, 
much engaged. ‘The good work 
of God is fpreading in that coun- 
ty, and particularly in Lawrens. 
About 20 have lately been added, 


-Lalfo learned that in Plainfield 
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and Brookfield in the fame coun. 
ty, the Lord was pouring out of 
his {pirit in a precious manner un- 
der the improvement of two very 
young brethren from Cayuga co. 
In New-Berlin alfo, God has of 
late revived his precious work, 
{am informed under ihe im. 
provement of filter S. Hedges,— 
moft of the converts have united 
with the Methodii?t brethren. Ta 
this coun'y the protpect is yet very 
enconragiag Our numver who 
are united particularity, is fome 
over one hundred, and increafing. 
The work is ina number of towns 
and the calls more by far than 
can be attended to. Oppofition 
has raged fome, but about every 
pofition that our opponents have 
taken againit us has failed them ; 
hence, they have fought and pre- 
vailed not. The people in gene. 
ral ure of fo catholic a fpirit, as to 
be willing that people fhould en- 
joy their own opinions and wor- 
thip God according to the dictates 
of their own con{ciences ; here 
every effort to monopolize them 


and lay heavy and tyrannical bur- 


dens on them of men’s inventions 
contrary to the word of God ; cr 
to oppofe, ftigmatize and flander 
thofe who differ from them in 
Opinion, is difgufing in the ex- 
treme ; here the {icriptures are 
fought daily and the word of God 
is prevailing, truth deitroys error, 
light difpels darknefs and love 
vanquifhes hatred while men’s in- 
ventions fail them and Jefus is 
taking the ground far and near. 
O that each might keep his mark 
m view and be careful with the 
holy to walk and live that he 
might receive the wages of eter- 
nal- life when his labor fhall be at 
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laft infpected by Him whoie al) 
feeing eye pervades creation. In 
bonds of real friendthip and chrif- 
tian union, | remain ever your’s, 
in Chrift Jefus our common Lord. 


~ 2) 





Ex'ract of a letter to the Edit r of 


the Rec. dated Watertown, Jejf- 

co. N.Y. Jun. 2, 1822. 

Ar prefent there is a general 
attention to religion throughout 
this county. It commenced ear- 
ly in the f{pring, about the fame 
time at Watertawn and at Sack- 
et’s Harbor. From there it ex- 
tended to Adams and Rodman ; 
appeared in both of. thefe plac: s 
about atone time. And now ar 
Ellifburg, Henderfon and Lor- 
rain, Ged is pourirg out of his 
foiit. In fhort there is fearcelv 
a church or neighborhood fupp:t- 
ed or deftitute, in which there is 
not a number who have com- 
menced the folemn work of feck- 
ing the falvation of their fou!s,— 
The work extends to all Chriftia: 
denominations—and whilft the 
friends of this work are active and 
combining their efforts, its ene- 
mies are tallying, and uniting in 
refiftance to the fpirit of God.—- 
Every man’s character 1s now 
know either by aiding and adve- 
cating the work, or by murmur 
ing and cavilling, by diffeminat- 
ing falfehood and by perfecuting. 
As ufual in works of this extent, 
perfoas of every defcrrption, the 
aged and the young, bond and 
free, have been brought to talte 
that God is gracious. Perhaps 
enly in Rodman can the work be 
faid to have been powerful. In 
general it is flow rather than rap- 
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i—conlidering the diftrict. of 


-ountry which it covers and the 
sopulation, the number of con- 
erts and the enquiring ‘s not 

reat. At the Harbor the num- 
ver is imall. At Watertown it ts 
larger, at Adams it ts {till larger, 
and at Rodman, the greateft 
number of converts is fuppofed to 
have been made. Perhaps the 
whole number of hopeful fubjects 
of this extenfive work does not ex- 
ceed four hundred = ‘I'he work ts 
more like the refrelhing and filent 
breeze, than the roaring wind— 
like the gentle dew than the pow- 
e:ful rain. 

But whilt there ts caufe for 
yoy, there are caufes for iorrow. 
Our country is new and deitiute 
—miniters of the gofpel are few, 
fome of that few, are young and 
inexperienced. Such feel their 
weiknefs and cry for help—-the 
anxious inquirer, who has no 
guide, calls for help—and fhall 
thefe calls be unavailing?) Much 
more can be done im tus region 
ut this time in one month, than in 
a carelefs region in twelve, ‘Who 
will come up to the help of the 
Lord ? 





e) 


Hawley, Mays. Feb. 5, 1822. 


Le al 


he revivals in Conway and 
Athieid wear a pleafing afpect ; 
in Aifhfeld there are probably 
from 70 to 80 hopeful converts ; 
in fome families, 5, 6, and 7 fub- 
jects of the work ; it is ftill going 
on powerfully. God has feen fit 
to bring down the pride of fome 
of the mott ttout hearted finners, 


‘and 0 caufe them to bow fubmil- 


fively at the foot of the crofs, ang 


to rejoice in his falvation, Yr 
feems to give his {pirit in anfwe 
to prayer. 


From the Miichfex Gazette, 


From a geath man ia Fairlee, V2, 
his father in this town. 


“TT wil at the clofe of my Je. 


ter, give you 2 thort fketch of the 
ftate of religion around us, as | 
expect it will be imterefting te you, 


In Lime, there is a great refor. 1 


mation in al! quarters of the town, 
In YTherford,- there are about 
three hundred under ferious im. 
preffions and 230 bopefully con. 
verted They have meetings ev. 
ery night in the week—frequent. 
ly 400 meet at one houfe—as ma. 
ny again as can get mn. It ap. 
pears to be among all denomina. 
tions of people ; they ail meat to 
gether without any jarrings ; and 
the chief inquiry is, what they 
fhall do to be faved. I fappofe 
fuch a time has not been known 
fince Whiifield’s day. The firlt 
of the reformation in Thetford 
took its rife among the Calvinittic 
Baptifts, but foread among all 
denominations. ‘There is fome- 
thing of a reformation in this 
town and alfo in Bradford.’ 
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Humiztitry —Humility does 
not confift in telling our faults, 
but in bearing to be told of them, 
in hearing them patiently and 
even thankfully ; in correcting 
ourfelves when told, in not hating 


-tthofe who tell us of them. 
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“And the Ifands of the fea Joall be 
converted unto him.” 

Tue following information has 
been publifhed in a letter from 
Capt. Henry, dated at Sydney 
Cove, New South Wales, May 31, 
1821. 

«On my paffage to Otaheite, I 
had occafion to call at High Ifl- 
and (or Raivar) to procure pro- 
vifions. ‘he circumftances which 
there came under my knowledge 

and obfervation, are of a nature 
truly gratifying. It was on a 
Sunday [ made the Ifland. I 
left the veflel early in the morn- 
ing for the {hore, on approaching 

which I faw a great many na. 
tives aflembled, which rather 
awakened a fear on my part of 
landing. On feeing Para (an 
Otheitan) I landed with boldnefs, 
and was received by the king of 
the Ifland (Tahuht) with kind- 
nefs. They had all affembled for 
Chriftian worthip, and were about 
entering the chureh. Hovw great- 
ly affecting and delightful was the 
fcene which  prefented stielf ! 
Each individual on entering the 
church kneeled and uttered a 
prayer 3; when Para) the Othei- 
tan whom King Pomare left there 
tor the purpole, if poffible, of in- 
ftructing the natives) performed 
the fervice of the day. The ve- 
ry quiet and orderly manner im 
which they conducted themielves, 
during the fabbath, awakened my 
highelt admiration. The whole 
ot their gods are mutilated; re- 
moved from there marees: (or 
places of worfhip) and even con 


verted into ftools at the enterance - 


of their houfe of worfhip, which 
13 very neatly built; the ground 
ts covered with grafs; and pro- 
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vided witha fufficient number cf 
forms ; its length is 117 feet, and 
breadth 27. There are only 25 
on the ifland who have not yet. 
adopted the religion of the Sa- 
vrour, but have neverthelefs, re- 
moved idolatry.” 

“This Ifland is fituate in lat. 
23 deg. 42 min. S. and lon. 148 
deg. 3 min. W. and never was 
vifited by any Miffionary. This 
iffand was vifited by King Po- 
mare, in the Arab, an American 
{fhip, about eighteen months back ; 
they were then in their idojatrous 
and rude ftate. King Pomare 
ufed all his power to perfuade 
them to remove their idolatry. 
They promifed on his leaving the 
Ifland they would agree with his 
wifhes; which induced King Pec- 
marre to leave Para, one of his 
own Chiefs, before mentioned, as 
a’ teacher.—This furprifing and 
happy change took piace about 
four months after King Pomare 
left ; it happened upon a great 
fealt day, when all the natives and 
chiefs were affembied. The 
King of the ifland, togethei with 
Para, mott earneftly folicited 
that they might have a teacher 
fent to inftruet them ; or, to ufe 
their own phrafe, ‘a light to 

uide them,’ &&c. 

The Ifland is about 25 miles 
in circumierence, having a goed 
harbor, and well provided with 
provifions ; he produce is much 
the fame as at Oraheite ; the in- 
habitants are about fixteen ,hun- 
dred.” 

THE joy of religion is an exor- 
eift to the mind. It expels the 
demons of carnal mirth and maa 


nefs. 
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HKETCHES FROM MR. PARSONS 


JOURNAL WHILE AT JERUSALEM, 

Feb. 17, 1821. Entered Jeru- 
falem: by Jaffa gaie, five minutes 
before five o’clock in the after- 
noun. Soon after paffing the gate, 
we turned to the north, and ina 
few minutes atrived at the houfe 
of Procdpius, to whom I had let- 
ters of introduction: 
at the door informed us that he 
was in the church for evening 
prayers. Without a moments de- 
lay I haftened thither, to unite 
with the profeffed followers of 
Chrift upon Mount Calvary, and 
to render thanks to God for the 
happy termination of my voyage 
to the Holy City. The church is 
but. a few fteps from the place 
where, it is fuppofed, food the 
Crofs. It is called the church of 
St. Conitantine, and is the place 
to which all the biihops (five in 
number ) with their numerous a‘ 
tendants, refort for morning and 
evening fervices Every thing’ 
was conducted with a pleating 
ftillnefs and regularity. 

After fervice of 30 minutes, I 
returned and prefented my letters 
to Procopius. Cenverfation was 
directed to the exertions which 
the proteftants are making to 
promote the diffufion of the Holy 
Scriptures. They replied, ‘We 
believe the Proteflants to be our 
friends.’ In a few moments, I 
was conducted 'to the room, which 
had been put in readinefs for me, 
by the requeit of the Rufian Con- 
ful. It is near the Holy Sepule 
chre, and contains many conve- 
nient apartments. My _ trunks 
had arrived in fafety. In the 
‘evening, we read from the Greek 


The fervant* 
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Teftament, the account of our 
Saviour’s fufferings and death. 

Firft Sabbath in Jerufalem.— 
Feb 18. At an carly hour I was 
reminded, by the crowing of a 
cock, of Peter, who denied his 
Lord and Mafter. In view of {fo 
affecting a fubject, I could only 
fay, *Caufe me to know the way 
wherein I fhould walk ; for I lift 
up my foul to thee.’ 

At 3 o’elock, went to the Greck 
church, and heard felections rea: 
from the Pfalms of David. In 
this city che Pfalmift breathed out 
his foul to his God and to our 
God. Here he wept for finners. 
‘Rivers of water run down mine 
eyes, becaufe they keep not thy 
law.’ His prayers are regiltered 


im heaven, and will be had in cvor- 


lating remembrance. 
Vifit to the Armenian Patriarch. 

An Armenian from Smyrna 
invited m2to viftt the principal 
Armenian church. It is fituated 
near to' Jaffa gate; is large, and 
elegantly furnithed. We were 
conducted to the {pot, where, they 
fay, was interred the head of John 
the Bapti!t.. From the church 
was conducted to the apar'ment 
of the patitarch. He was a 
m the corner of a large hall, wit 
a writing table before him. He 
bade me take a feat. 1 prefent- 
ed to him a quarto edition of the 
Old Teftament in the Armenian 
language ; with the requeft, that 
he would inform me if the edition 
be correct. He replied ‘I have 
examined it, and approve of it as 
an edition without errors.’ I then 
mentioned, that I had a few co- 
pies which I would offer, with 
his permitlion, to tke pilgrims, at 
a cheap rate. He gave his aflent, 
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and a pilgrim prefent engaged to 
make enquiries, and to give infor- 
mation. 

I prefented to Procopitus an éx- 
cellent copy of the Perfian Tefta- 
ment. Alfo, gave a French Bi- 
ble to the clerk of the monaftery, 


who reads and underftands the 


French language. 
Vifit to the holy Sepulchre. 

Feb. 21.—Went to the church 
ef the Sepulchre. The gate 
fronts the fouth ; and is ftrictly 
guarded by Turks without and 
sreeks within. No pilgrim, a 
fubject of the Grand Seignor, can 
enter without paying a para,—a 
trie to be fure 3 but when mul. 
tiplied by the hundred of times, 
at which each pilgrim enters, in 
the courfe of three months, the 


amount becomes a large fum.—- 


To prevent confuffon, it is necef- 
fary to obferve the difference be- 
tweem the Church of the holy Se- 
pulchre, and the holy Sepulchre 
itfelf ;--"Fhe one embracing all 
the apartments belonging to the 
different denominations of Chrif. 
tians; the other bemg only a 
monument erected over the tom& 
of our Saviour, The tomb may 
be called the centre of the church 
of the holy Sepulchre, near to 
which may be heard the prayers 
of Chriftians, in ancient Greek, in 
Latir, Armenian, Arabie and 
Syriac. 

Entered the gate of the church 
of the holy Sepulch'e amid a 
crowd of pilgrims. ‘he firft ob- 
ject that attracted my attention 
was the Stone of unction, venerat- 
ed as the fpot where the body of 
our Lord was anointed for burial. 
"he Stone is Si feet directly in 
front of the gate ;—is 8 feet in 
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length, and two feet two inches /.1 
breadth. Several large candies 
are kept landing at each end ; 
and over it are fufpended fevera! 
filver lamps. The pilgrims all 
bow, and after making the fign of 
the crofs, kifs the ftone. 

Leaving the Stone of Unction, 
we were coriducted to the holy 
Sepulchre. It is diftant from the 
ftone of unction 63 feet, under 
the centre of a largedome. The 
monument erected over the tomb 
contains two apartments. In the 
firft is the ftone where, it is faid, 
the angel made his appearance to 
Mary; in the other, is the holy 
Tomb. ‘The outfide of the mon- 
ument is 29 feet in length, 18 and 
a halfin breadth. 1 waited fome 
time for the pilgrims to withdraw. 
While ftandmg there, a pilgrim 
entered, and at the fight of the 
tomb, wept and fobbed as over 
the grave of a parent. 

Mount Calvary. 

Seventy three feet from the’ 
Holy Sepulchre we came to the 
chapel of apparition, in which a 
few Cathoiics, were engaged in 
evening feivice. The mufic, for 
fofinefs and folemnity, exceeded 
any thing I have heard in Afia, 
From this chapel, we returned to 
the Sepulchre,and pafling through 
the Greck church,afcended Mount 
Calvary. It is 16 feet above the 
level of the tomb. [| ftooped 
down to look into the hole in 
which, i is fupp:fed, ftood the 


erofs ; below which is a fiffure in | 


the rock, made, it is_ believed, 
when Chrift cur Lord bowed his 
head and gave up the ghoflt. 
The exvirons of Jerufalem. 
Feb. 22. Inthe afternoon, the 
interpreter of the Rufhian Con- 
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ful accompanied me to Mount 
Olivet. Left the City by Damatf- 
cus gate, and turning ealtward 
we pafled near to the cave, in 
which tradition fays, Jeremiah 
wrote his lamentations ‘All ye 
that pafs by, behold, and fee if 
there is any forrow like unto my 
forrow.’ The cave is large, and 
is held in high veneration. _Patf- 
fing the north eaft corner of the 
city, we: defcended to the brook 
Kedron. The bed of the {ftream 
was perfectly dry, notwithftand- 
ing the great rains. On our left, 
faw the church erected over the 
grave of the Virgin Mary ; on 
our right the garden of Gethfe- 
mane. Mount Olivet 

In fifteen or twenty minutes 
reached the fummit ef the Mount 
of Olives. Here we had a de- 
lightful view of the city, and alfo 
of the dead fea. Perhaps no 
place in the world commands a 
finer profpect, or is affociated with 
events more facred and fublime— 
‘David went up by the afcent of 
Mount Olivet, and wept as he 
went up and had his head cover- 
ed, and he went barefoot.’ On 
the ealt fide of it, our bleffed Sa- 
viour raifed Lazarus from the 
grave ; and, on the weft he en- 
dured the agony of Gethfemane. 
Here he beheld the city and wept 
Over it. Fromthis mount he was 
at one trme conducted to Jerufa- 
lem with fhoutings of » Hofanna 
to the fon of David ;’ and, at a- 
nother, with *Crucify him. cruci- 
fy him.’ From this fpet he gave 


his alt commiffion, ‘Go into all 
the world and preach the gofpel,’ 
and then afcended, and f4 down 
on the right hand of the Majetty 
on high, 
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The Poel of Siloam. 


Defcending the Mount of Oj. 
ives, we pafled into the valley of 
Jehofhaphat, to the pool of Silo. 
am. Here the blind man, at the 
command ef Jefus, wafhed and 
returned feeing. The pool is at 
the foot of Mount Moriah, on the 
fouth fide. We defcended a 
handiome flight of fteps to the 
water. Itis vifited every day, by 
pilgrims of every denomination, 
I perceived nothing unutfual in the 
tafte of the water. 

From Siloam, directing our 
courte fouthward. we came to the 
tree, where i ts faid, Uatah was 
fawn afunder for his faithful ex. 
hortations and reproofs. The 
tree is fecurely guarded by a high 
wall to prevent the imjuries it 
would receive from pilgrims, 


Mount Zion. 
From this we began to afcend 


Mount Zion. We paffed dnough |p 


fields of grain, which reminded 
us, at every ftep, of the awful 
prediction, * Mount Zion fhall be 
plowed like a field.’ On the vum- 
mii is a mefqne, erected over the 
tombs of Davi: and of the kings 
of Ifrael; aad an Armenian 
church faid to be the ruins of the 
hovfe of Caiaphas, the high prieft. 

Mount Zion, on three fides, 15 
ftrongly fortitied by nature. This 
agrees precilely with the deferip. 


tion given of it m= Scripture— | 
q 


‘Neverthelefs David took. the 


ftrong hold of Zion, the fame is 


the city of David.’ At the foot 
of it, on the welt, are the ruins 
the pool of Beerfheba.—on the 


fouth, the valiey of the fon 0 a 


Hinnonm, called alfo ‘Tophet, ard 
the valley of flaughter. Jer. x52: 
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Here the chiidren of Ifrael cauf- 
ed their fons and their daughters 
to pafs through the fire to Mo- 
lech, 2 Kings xxiii. 10; and in 
this ,piace, Jeremiah denounced 
the dreadful curfe. * Behold, I 
will bring evil upon this place, 
the which, whofoever heareth, his 
ears fhall tingle.’ 

On the fouth fide of Mount 
Zion are the ruins of the old wall, 
{uppofed to be the one repaired by 
Nehemiah. Here may be feen to 
the best advantage, the fite of 
Solomon’s temple, the mount of 
Olives and the plains and moun- 
tains of Judea. =This delightful 
profpect, in connexion with its 
fpiritual privileges, led David to 
fing, ¢ Beautiful for fituation, the 
joy of the whole earth, is Mount 


Zion.? Returned to the city at 
funfet. 
26. A Greek prielt requefted 


me to aid him in the ftudy of the 
Englith language. This will give 
me an opportunity to iniftitute 
many important inquiries, and to 
cbta'n valuable information. 

[Zo be continued. | 
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PRAYER MEETING. 


Vo the Editor of the Seaman’s Magazine. 


Sir—As you were not prefent 
at the prayer meetieg ve had at 
the Seamen's in Tee houfe, 
were three of the men were pre- 
jent who were taken out of the 
thip Sea Fox, I uitak it my duty 
to give you fome account of the 
meeting. It is needle:s for me 
tO repeat to you the interefting 
converfudoen yeu and T had with 


Christ'an 


fore God: 
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them the fame day we had this 
prayer meeting ; and the earnelt 
folicitude exprefled by the keeper 
of the houfe for that purpofe.— 
There were fourteen feamen pre- 
fent. An uncommon folemnity 
was feen in every courtenance.— 
When we engaged in prayer, all 
were proftrate on their knees be- 
roans of diltrefs were 
uttered from fome which feemed 
to thrill through the hearts of 
others. After reading a chapter 
in the Bible, feveral folemn ad- 
drefles were made to the three 
feamen, and applied to all the reft 
prefent. The brethren were 
much engaged in addrefling the 
hearts of the thoughtlefs, and all 
feemed to be engaged i in one com- 
mon canfe. It gave us much 
fatisfaction to hear from the wo- 
man of the houfe, that thefe three 
retired every day for private de. 
votions; and the men told us 
that their prefent determination 
was to continue it as long as they 
lived. Wehave great caufe to 
hope that this difpenfation ef Di- 
vine providence will be fanctified 
to thoufands, . ee 


0 





HOW often is the difpleafvre 
of the Lord manifefled agamft 
thofe who difregard his precepts, 
or turn trom the holy cc mmang- 
meat delivered unto them. In 

ych characters, the diap roba- 
tion of heaven is often read in lane 
guage which cannot be mifun.ter- 
itood, And although there may 
be, in fome infances, much lJong- 
fuffering toward them, yei ts 
his power manilefted in the cnd, 
onthe ‘veffels of wrath, Grted 
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[by their own rebellion} for de» 
ftryction. What a ftriking ex- 
ample we have in the wretched 
end of 

FRANCIS SPIRA. 

Moft fearful is the example 
(fays Robert Rufell, in one of his 
fermons) of Francis Spira, fo 
dreadful it is, that it is enough to 
make the ftouteft heart to ache to 
hear the flory cf it: This Fran- 
cis Spira was a civil lawyer ; he 
was bronght up and lived forty 
years and more in the Romih 
religion ; about that time the fun 
of the gofpel was rifen in Europe, 
this he loved fo well, that he for- 
fook his Romith principles, and 
embraced the goipel ot Chrift, 
and preached it firft.to his neigh- 
bors and then im public meetings 
to the whole country ; in.omuch 
that he converted many from the 
Romith principles to the doctrine 
of Chrift, and caufed them to em- 
brace the gofpel, until at laft he 
had brought himfelf into great 
danger, in that he mutt either 
again{t his knowledge and con- 
fcience deny Chrift, cr elfe en- 
dure the extremeit torments that 
malice could inflict ; or elfe he 
mutft forfake his houfe and land, 
his wife and children, yea, his 
own country, and betake himfelf 
to a foreign country, there to en- 
dure a thoufand miferics : and he 
not knowing what courfe to take, 
nor what to do, the fpirit of God 
came to him, and encouraged him 
to fland faft in the faith of Chrint, 
telling Lim he fhould not fet his 
hand writing to the legate, that 
Chrift was able to defend him, 
and that theugh he did go to pri- 
fon, and to death, yet an eternal 
reward remains for him in heaven; 
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yet this miferable man, confuhting 
alfo with flefh and blood, went 
and fet his hand to the legate, and 
fo in part denied Chrift: And 
then he was fain alfo to promife 
to feal it in his own country ; 
and as he was going the f{pirit of 
God met with him the fecond 
time, and he thought he heard a 
voice faying unto him, ¢ Spira! 
Haft thou,unhappy man, given thy 
hand-writing to the legate ? Yet fee 
thou feal it not in thine own 
country. Doft thou think eter. 
nal life is fo mean a thing as to 
prefer this prefent life before it? 
Remember man, that the fuffer- 
ing of this prefent ‘:fe is incom. 
parative to the glory that fhall be 
revealed If thou fuffereft with 
Chri, thou fhait alfo reign with 
him. Thou canft not anfwer for 
what thou haft already done: 
neverthelefs the gate of mercy is 
not quite {hut : O heap not fin 
upon fin, left thou repenteft when 
it be too late? Now was Spira 
in a wildernefs of doubt, net 
knowing whither to go, nor what 
todo: At laft he went and afk- 
ed counfel of his friends about tt; 
and they without any confidera- 
tion, perfuaded him that by no 
means he fhould bring himfelf 
and them into any danger, but 


Poet oy a i 

a ek ney CR 
ie 

SAME RE a Este) 





| 





PO Taye 


Rae 


age! 


ee 
os ete, > 


that he fhould go to the legate, | 


and perform what he had prom 
ifed. 

Then in the morning he defpe- 
rately gets up, and enters the con 


gregation, where, mats being fine 3 


ifhed, he recites the abjuration, 
word for word as it was wiitien 
This done he was immediately 
fined thirty pieces of gold, and 
then reftoied to his goods, wile 
and children : but no fooner we 
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he derarted, than he heard a dire- 
ful voice, faying unto him, ‘ Thou 
wicked wretch ! thou halt denied 
me ! thou haft broken thy vow ! 
Hence apoftate ! Bear with thee 
thy fentence of eternal damnation! 

Immediately Spira, trembling 
and quaking, fell into a fwoon : 
Help was at hand for the body, 
but never could he find any eafe 
in his mind, but was continually 
tormented with the fenfe of God’s 
wrath, and was captivated under 
the revenging hand of God. 

Then his friends began to re- 
pent too late, of their rafh coun- 
fel. When he related to thofe 
that came to jee him, all the paf- 
riges that had happened, it made 
them all to weep and tremble.— 
He felt a continued torment of 
his mind and a continual butche- 
ry of his confcience ; then he pro- 
feffed, the damned which are in 
hell endure not the like mifery : 
And fo continuing in this ftate 
for fix weeks and more, he then 
at laft ended this miferable life in 
a dreadful condition. 

I affure you this is the moft 
dreadful example that I ever read 
in my whole life; the Lord grant 
that none of us all may ever come 
to this. 

Reader, confider » hit a happy 
condition you are vet in, that you 
may enjoy your eolden feaion of 
grace, that God hrs not yet done 
culling, that his fpivit bas not yet 
done flriving, that his patience 
has not done waiting. 

O how lovingly cid the Spiit 
catlupon Francis Spira the fecond 
time, after he had fet his hand 
writing to the legate, and told 
him that yet the gate of mercy 
was not quite fhut. O heap not 
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fin upon fin, leaft thou repenteft 
when it will be too late. What! ~ 
was not the gate of mercy quite 
fhut ? O what a comfortable 
word was that! as far as he had 
gone in renouncing his profeflion, 
and denying of Chrift, yet it was 
not too late, yet there was mercy 
in ftore for him ; and if he had 
but then obeyed the fpirit and not 
gone any farther, but repented of 
what he had already done, Oh 


what an happy man he had been 
forever ! 


O 





A practical illuftration of the paffage 
of fcripture. 
“ Be ye w fe as ferpents and harm- 
lefs as doves.” 

In the inglorious reign of 
James the feccnd, when popery 
was making rapid ftrides to pow- 
er, the King had his agents and 
emiffaries in every part of the 
kindom to harrafs, vex, and weary 
the Protefiants into a compliance 
with the meafures he was ene 
deavouring to bring about; and 
where perfuafion and threats had 
no effect, fometimes force and vi- 
olence were had recourfe to — 
One of his agents, with a party 
of foldiers {rather rufhians I 
fhould fay} went out on a Sab- 
bath morning © to hunt down the 
Proteftants,” as they termed it. 
They met a young woman, a fer- 
vant maid, running along the 
road, early in the morning, with- 
out either fhoes or ftockings on. 
The captain of this band afked 
her where the was going, fo early 
in the morning ; and what was 
the urgency ef her bufirefs that 
made her run fo faite She told 
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him that fhe had learned that her 
elder biother had died ; and fhe 
was going to receive her fhare of 
the riches he had bequeathed to 
her as well as to her other bro- 
thers and fifters; and fhe was a- 
traid fhe fhould be too late. The 
commander was fo well pleafed 
with her anfwer, that he gave her 
haifa crown to buy a pair of 
{hoes, and alfo wifhed her fuccefs : 
but if he had known the real bufi- 
nefs fhe was going upon, which 
was to the Lord’s /upper, he wouid 
moft probably have prevented 
her from going that day to the 
place where fhe hoped to receive 
durable riches. 


O 





HOSANNA. 
“Durinc the feaft of Taber- 


nacles,” fays an ancient writer, 
“the Jews came once every day 
into the court, and went about the 
altar, with their palm-branches 
bending towards it, and cried, 
‘Hofannah.’ or * Save now, O 
Lord ; O Lord, fend now prof- 
perity ! p On the feventh day, 
they went about the altar, feven 
times, crying, ‘Hofanra !? Hence 
the Rabins give to the feait the 
name of Hofanna ; and they call 
the feventh day the ‘great Ho- 
fanna.’ For the fame reafon they 
are f2id to have given the name of 

Hofimna to their palm-branches. 
Thus we fee v rhy the whole mul- 
titude, on ocenfien of Chrift’s tri- 
umphant entry into Jerufalem, 
‘took branches of palm-trees and 
went forth to meet him,’ and cried 
out ‘ Hotanna to the Son of Da- 
vid!’ As:heir Hola 


unas, during 
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the feaft of tabernacles, had ap 
immediate reference to the prom. 
ved Meffiah, they here ac. 
knowledged Chrift in that charac. 
ter. The feribes taught, that the 
child, who knew how to wave 
the palm-brancn, was bound to 


carry it, that he might be'trained 7 


up in the doctrine of the com. 
mandmenrts. Accordingly we 
find that when Chrift entered, 
even the ‘children cried in the 
temple, Hofanna to the Son of 
David.” 


no man could number, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in 
their hands. How many has | 
been the deliverances. of the 7 
Church from the beaft and the 
falfe prophet, yet in how many 
places is the yet clothed in fack- 
loth. But God has promifed de- 
liverance and he will deliver.— 
With thofe who can read the figns 
of the times, does not the prefent | 
look portentieus. 
cafling away of the feed of Abra: | 
ham be the reconciling of the § 
wor!d, what fhall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead? | 
The prefent difturbances among 7% 
tho:e who have trodden under | 
foot the devoted city and the | j 
pleafant land, will we think bring F 
about a progreffion, at leuil, of x 
fome of the pre phe ‘cies relative t0 
that long negieeted people. sus 
we not with fume degree of author j 
Hy anticip we the d. iy as not fat 
diftant which {hall put« a period 0 
their ditpe ifion, when they fh ll | 
with forgs, and paims of hofann : 
return and ceme to Zicn. 
But we need not wait. for thig 

or any other incitement to expreill 4 
onr obligat roas ard gratitude " 


John faw a great number which \ 
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our God. Whatfoever our hands 
find to do let us do it with our 
might Are our exertions to be 
ufed in various ways to promote 
ihe good of our brethren, and the 
building up the caute of our dear 
Redeemer? As the palms were 
borne with the fhouting of hofan- 
na. fo let the fruits of the ipirit 
be borne, and thefe with our ex- 
ertions, as fo many branches te 
bending towards the altar of the 
great facrifice amidft the fervent 
withes for falvation and profperity. 


re) 
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— Anecdote of Samuel Larned. 


Awmonc the friends of Mr. Lar- 
ned at New-Orleans, was one who 
was fubject to feafons of partial 
delirium. He was _ unitormly 
kind and affectionate, while rea- 
fon held her throne, and particu- 
arly attached to Mr. Larned ; 
but when {fuffering a delirium, his 
deareft friends were the objects ot 
his moft deadly hatred. And to 
heighten the evil refulting from 
this {tate of mind, his fymptoms 


were fuch, that his delirium was. 


not immediately difcoverable. In 
the incipient ftage of one of thefe 
awful feafons, he called upon Mr. 
Larned, and defired to walk with 
him. As no evil defign was ful- 
pected, Mr. L. very cheerfully 
complied. His friend converfed 
with unufual intereft, and thus 
prolonged the walk till he had 
decoyed him to a fecret place 
without the city. And now to 
put his diabolical purpofe in exe- 
cution, he drew a concealed dag- 
ger, and turning to Larned, fays, 
‘Nowy prepare to die.” This was 


a moment which brought in re- 
quifition the greatelt coolnefs and 
the greateft intrepidity. Happi- 
ly Larned’s were fufficient tor 
the oceafion. Being a miniiter of 
the gofpel he was uot unacquainte 
ed with the nature of thofe wea- 
pons which are not carnal, and 
which, when ufed in faith, are a- 
ble to put to fileace the wicked- 
nefs of foolifh men—-which are 
mighty through God. Standing 
undaunted before the threatenin 
affaffin, he fays to him, with an 
eye, a voice and a countenance 
armed with power——“ Jy the name 
of the Almighty God I defy you to 
hurt me. The maniac dropped 
his dagger, and fuffered himfelf 
to be conducted back to the city, 
in all the impotence of a child. 


o 





THE ALL-SEEING EYE. 


Tae New-York Chriftian Her- 
ald of January 19, contains an ac- 
count of the late happy death of 
Mrs. E.S. Alden, aged 42, late 
confort of Timothy Alden, Prefi- 
dent of Alleghany College. The 
following anecdote of her child- 
hood ts preferved as an encour 
agement to parents, and efpecially 
mothers, ‘to be inceflantly perfe-. 


‘vering in their exertions for the 


{piritual welfare of their little 
children 

‘ Some of her little companions, 
when fhe was a child, ufed ex- 
preffions in their colloquial inter- 
courfe, which fhe had been taught 
to confider as very difpleafing to 
her Maker. When fhe was at the 
age of about fix years, being one 
day with her playmates in a gar- 
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ret where there was not much 
light, fome of them having netic- 
ed that fhe never ufed the profane 
language which they occaf-onally 
uttered without compuncttons, 
the import of which they had pro- 
bably but an impefect knowledge, 
told her that fhe fhould {peak fuch 
words as they did. - She replied, 
I muft not for it is wicked. But you 
{hall, faid they, for we are up in 
the garret, nobody will hear you. 
No, fhe faid, J muff not, for God 
will hear me. But you fhall they 
ugain rejoined; it is all dark, 
there is no window, nobody can 
jee you. No, fhe once more re- 


pled, maintaining her integrity, 
ao, I muff not, for Ged will ce me.’ 





OBITUARY. 


Dienv—tIn Kittery, Maine, Mr. 
Wilkam Manfon, aged SO. A 
fhort time before his death he fol. 
lowed his brother to the grave, 
whole death we noticed in our 
laft; at which time he was taken 
fick, from which illnefs he never 
recovered Notwithftanding, it 
feemed as though his brother’s 
mantle fell upon him, and the 
fame fpirit of tendernefs and at- 
tention to the voice of the Lord 
was diffufed in hismind. As foon 
as the voice of the Lord was utter- 
ed in the difpenfation of affliction, 
he was ready to liften and obey. 
He fought the Lord and found 
him to the joy and rejoicing of his 
heart. Of how much value is 


that religion which can produce a 
longing for death, which is fucha 
diead to the unconverted. He 
could bid his triends adieu with 
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pleafure, in hope of meeting the 
friend of finners and in the fulnefs 
of time, the friends he leaves be. 
hind. His rapture was great it 
increafed till to exprefs his joy he 
broke forth into finging the praif. 
es of his deliverer. He fung the 
whole of the hymn which his bro. 
ther began to fing. He ended his 
days in peace, and found by happy 
experience that there was peace in 
believing and joy in the Holy 
Ghoft. Thusa bereaved family 
and friends, who are called to 
mourn their lofs, have the happi- 
nefs of believing that their lofs is 
his unfpeakable gain. May they 
emulate the example he has fet of 
feeking the Lord, that it may be 
well with them, that they may 
meet again with the general aflem- 
bly and church of the firft-born ir 
heaven. 


GELLER 0—— 
EXTRACTS, 


Socrates in receiving the poi 
fon blefled indeed the weeping ex- 
ecutioner who adminiftered it.-- 
But Jesvs in the midft of excruct- 
ating tortures, prayed for his mer- 
cilefs tormeniors. 

ae EE 

Some minds are fo conftituted, 
that it fs eaticr to them to produce 
objection Lo truth, than to embrace 
it ; they therefore refift truth when 
they might refift the obftacles 
which prevent their receiving it. 
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Our ftateis not to be meafured 
by the oppofition fin makes tous, 


but by the oppofition we make to 
fin. 
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POETRY. 





For the Chriflian Herald, 





On the death of Stiliman Bullard. 


[BY ADIN BALLOU. ] 


QUR brother’s took his lofty flight 
Above the arched -kies ; 

‘Yo dwell witb God in realms ef light, 
And fhare the nolde prise. 


He’s ceaa’d from al) his earthly teil, 
and Hed this vaie ef death ; 

"lranfplanted to that biifsful soil, 
Where weary fouls find rea, 


‘rhe blefled fight of faith he’s fought. 
A conguetor has become ; 

And wears the crown by Jesus wroughs, 
Bright as the noon day fuu. 


Sho’ fhort his race, yet well “twas run, 
In Zion’s way of peace ; 

With faints on eatth it was begun, 
but foon be found releafe. 


His form om earth we no more fcc, 
Nor council fwect can take ; 

Morta!s no more he warms Co flee, 
And Chrift their refuge make. 


Let not his tender parents weep. 
Nor let tucir heaits be gricv’d ; 

He doth in Jefus tweetly flees, 
From pain aad death relicw’d. 


Let net hie nat’ral brethren moura, 
Mor at their lofs ence figh : 

Nor filttere hearts with grief be torn, 
He’s gained the loits on high. 


Hope to be caught up in the iir, 
When Gabrici’s truamp shall sound, 
To meet Ifis happy spirit there, 
And Jefus’ praife refound. 


in wealth his hours he giadly {pent, 
For Jcefus biefied caule ; 

With tendernefs he preach’d repent, 
Until death’s clofing paute. 


Bifcharg’d from arduous toi! below, 

His caumbrous fieth refign’d, ; 
Death's gloomy vale he quick pafs’d thro’ 
In Jefwe arms reclif’d. . 


With jut men, spirics perfe@ made, 
He t..it's unfading blifs 5 

Where he’s attained to angels grade, 
And heav’n's {west joys are his, 


He now beholds his Saviour?s face, 
Aad {ees bis thining form ; 

He fings the song redeeming grace, 
Stcure from cv’ry itorm, 


Jehovah's dazziing throne he feces, 
And mingling with his train, 

In awful rev’rence bows his knees, 
Adoate in nobielt firain. as 


I:ail happy foul forever bie ! 
How gierious is thy ftate, 

in Chritt’s embrace fore’er to reft, 
Areund him e’er to wait, 


Thy holy life and happy end, 
May it be ours indeed ; 

That God may cal] us home te bier, 
With all the immortal seed. 
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From the N. B, Mercury. 


The fo:'lowing lines in memory of the late Dea. 
Jabez Harmond, were written by a young 
lady of this town, lately deceafed, 


TO lofty manfions in the fky 

Another faithful fervant goes ; 

On harps his g'orious theme to try, 
And refit from ail his woes, 


With joyful halleluj«hks ring 

The bright ceicttial courts above, 

Where, Hammond, thou wilt fweetly flax 
Of Chritt’s redeeming love. 


But mute thy tougue to mortals now, 
Which oft the Saviour’s love proclaim’d ; 
And chill that veuerabiec brow, 

Where miidnefs ever reign’d, 


We trace thy placid features o’er, 


We think, can death fo cruel be? 
And mutt we hear that voice no more: 
Lott in eternity. 


We mournful gaze thy clay-cold form, 
Praifing that God who raifed the mind 
Above the fogs ef pailion’s form. ' 

‘Refuge in him to find, 


— 


} 
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‘That God ail wife Tis servant tried, 

Confign ¢ five love'y lambs to death, 

A faithiul partuer from huis fide 
Relign'd her parting breath. 


Yet here his faith difpeli’d the gioom, 
Pierc’d through the heavy clouds of care ; 
On pinions foar’d above the tomb, 

And crowa’d his iervent prayer. 


Submiffive fill a parent liv'd 

The Chriftian, honett and apright, 

Some fleeting months his lofs furviv’d, 
‘Then vanith’d human fight. 


What numbers now in fecret mourn, 

Weeping his face no more they fee, 

Who hai’d the holy Sabbath moro, 
Ripe for eternity. 


A Church bemoans 4 father’s lofs, 
Who counfell’d oft, and oft reproved ; 
Pointed the finner to the crofs, 

And pray’d for all he low’d. 


ob mortals ! will you fee and hear, 

Nor heed the monitory firain ; 

What thoufands early **prefs the bier,” 
And muft they die in vain? 


Nay. litten! Heaven ja mercy Cal!s ; 
Commands from earth your wayward tho'ts; 
Salvation from his holy walls, 

And prai:e his hallow’d courts, 


O turn—with ardent zea! purfue 
The pathway leading to your Ged, 
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Obey his will in all you do, 


And kifs the chatt’ning rod. 


0000 








The following effufion was the produ@ion of 


a young lady about fifty ycars aZ0.— Che 
preceptor of an academy then in high ftand. 
ing, wifhing to add cclebrity te the inftity. 
tion, determined to erect a dancing hall, 
and to fend to Franec for an inftiu@or, 
Finding the following lines on his fchoo} 
desk,“depolited by fome unknewn hand, he 
abandoned his fcheme. 


Good manners is a noble thing, 
Wo all agree upon ; 

Yhat children may our honor fing, 
When we are dead and gone, 


But where fhall we apply for rules, 
Qur children to advance, 

Shal! we confuit our bibles well, 
Or make a voyage to France ? 


- €hall we teach children bowing rules, 


‘Fo move and &cp mot light, 
At great expenfe maintain fuch fchooh, 
Whiie God abhors the fight? 


When we lie gafping here for breath, 
Shai] we our children retl, 

That wher our eyes are clofed in death, 
‘They ftep the minuets well ? 


Where tha'l we feck am! find a man, 
Who cares pretend to fay. 

Addreffing God with lifted hands, 
For dancing fchools he'll pray. 





Where opinions ftand upon the 
authority of man it may be lawful 
to differ--but not where God is 
the inftructor, and when the things 
taught are of the firft importance, 
and are diltinétly revealed. An 
error as to faith, in God, to con- 
verfion, to repentance or holinefs, 
generally {peaking, ts a crime ; be- 
cauie God muit be fuppofed to 
teach a truth of vital importance, 
in fuch a manner as that all re- 
{ponfible creatures may receive it. 
~- eM 





Mew-ampshire General 
Meeting and Conference. 
THE New-Hampfhire Gene- 


ral Meeting and Conference is 
appointed to be held at Loudon 
in the Loudon Meeting-houfe, on 
Wednefday and Thurfday the 
12th and 1%th of June next. 

In confequence of a requefi 
from Bofcawen for the General 
Meeting to be held there,---Elders 

ernald and Dlaifdell have agreed 
to attend a Meeting at Bofcawen, 
N. H. at or near Bofcawen welt 
Meeting-houfe, on the Saturday 
and Lord’s Day following the 
meeting at Loudon. It is re 
quetfted that all or as many of the 
Elders as can. will alfo attend this 
Meeting at Bofcawen. 
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